


Invoice #
Invoice Date
Customer

745715689
07/31/2024

Payment Terms
Due Date

Sourcewell, ID: 26788

08/30/2024
A Division of BridgeTower Media
P.O Box 745929
Atlanta, GA 30374-5929

BILLING ADDRESS ADVERTISER
Jonathan Love
Sourcewell

Staples MN  564790219

Sourcewell, ID: 26788

Net 30

Po Box 219
Po Box 219
Staples MN  564790219

INVOICE REF AD SIZEEDITIONDATEMEDIA PO QTY

1007374348 Legal - BidsLegal - Bids07/31/24Daily Journal of Commerce - OR - Public 1

$70.18

$0.00

 Subtotal

 Credits

$70.18 BALANCE DUE

$0.00Tax

Thank you for your business!
IOID: 2635928
Index: Bids - Other
Category: Goods and Services
Affidavit Reference: WATER TREATMENT CHEMICALS WITH RELATED
SUPPLIES, EQUIPMENT, AND SERVICES

 Customer ID Date

 Amount Enclosed:

745715689 Daily Journal of Commerce - OR -
Public Notice Invoice # 08/30/2024 ID: 26788, Sourcewell

REMITTANCE STUB TO BridgeTower Media

Acceptable Payment Methods

PREFERRED METHOD OTHER METHODS
To Pay by ACH Transfer:

Bank:  Bank of America
Send ACH remittance email to
ar@bridgetowermedia.com
Account Number: 237025443017
Routing:  053000196

To Pay by Check use the following address: To Pay by Credit Card: To Pay by Wire Transfer:

Please include invoice number on check
BridgeTower OpCo, LLC
P.O Box 745929
Atlanta, GA 30374-5929

Use the Click to Pay Online link located
on the email you received or Contact
Accounts Receivable: 866-802-8214
Please have your Invoice Number
and Credit Card Number Ready

Name:  BridgeTower OpCo, LLC
Bank:  Bank of America
Swift Code:  BOFAUS3N
Bank Address:  100 North Tryon Street
Charlotte, NC 28255
Account Number: 237025443017
Routing:  053000196



Daily Journal of Commerce
1618 SW First Ave., Suite 400
Portland, OR, 97201
Phone: 503-226-1311 Fax: 503-222-5358

Affidavit of Publication

To: Sourcewell - Jonathan Love
Po Box 219
Staples, MN, 564790219

Re: Legal Notice 2635928, WATER TREATMENT CHEMICALS WITH RELATED SUPPLIES, EQUIPMENT, AND SERVICES

State of OR }
} SS:

County of Multnomah }

I, Michelle A. Ropp, being duly sworn, depose and say that I am the Principal Clerk of the Daily Journal of Commerce, a
newspaper of general circulation in the counties of CLACKAMAS, MULTNOMAH, and WASHINGTON as defined by ORS
193.101 and 193.020, published in Portland in the aforesaid County and State; that I know from my personal knowledge that
the notice described as:
WATER TREATMENT CHEMICALS WITH RELATED SUPPLIES, EQUIPMENT, AND SERVICES
SOURCEWELL
a printed copy of which is hereto annexed, was published in the entire issue of said newspaper 1 time(s) in the following
issues:
07/31/2024.

SEE EXHIBIT A
State of Oregon
County of Multnomah

SIGNED OR ATTESTED BEFORE ME ON 1st day of August 2024

Page 1 of 2

By:

Michelle A. Ropp

By:

Nicholas Bjork
Notary Public, State of OR

No. 1044188
My commission expires on January 10, 2028



EXHIBIT A
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AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION
Account # Order Number Identification Order PO Amount Cols Depth

34474 577468 Print Legal Ad-IPL01858540 - IPL0185854 $160.64 1 18 L

SOURCEWELL
PO BOX 219
STAPLES, MN 56479

Attention: Carol Jackson

carol.jackson@sourcewell-mn.gov

State of South Carolina

County of Richland

I, Tara Pennington, makes oath that the
advertisment, was published in The State, a
newspaper published in the City of Columbia,
State and County aforesaid, in the issue(s) of

1 insertion(s) published on:

07/31/24

Tara Pennington

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 31st day
of July in the year of 2024

Notary Public in and for the state of Texas, residing in
Dallas County

Errors- the liability of the publisher on account of errors in or
omissions from any advertisement will in no way exceed the
amount of the charge for the space occupied by the item in
error, and then only for the first incorrect insertion.”

Extra charge for lost or duplicate affidavits.
Legal document please do not destroy!
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REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
Sourcewell, a State of Minnesota local government unit and 

service cooperative, is requesting proposals for Water Treatment 

Chemicals with Related Supplies, Equipment, and Services to result 

in a contracting solution for use by its Participating Entities.

Sourcewell Participating Entities include thousands of 

governmental, higher education, K-12 education, nonprofit,  

tribal government, and other public agencies located  

in the United States and Canada.

A full copy of the Request for Proposals can be found on the 

Sourcewell Procurement Portal https://proportal.sourcewell-mn.gov

Only proposals submitted through the Sourcewell 

Procurement Portal will be considered.

Proposals are due no later than September 17, 2024, at 4:30 p.m. 

Central Time, and late proposals will not be considered.

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
Sourcewell, a State of Minnesota local government unit and 

service cooperative, is requesting proposals for Utility, 

Transport, Golf, and Recreation Vehicles with Related 

Accessories, Equipment, and Services to result in a 

contracting solution for use by its Participating Entities.

Sourcewell Participating Entities include thousands 

of governmental, higher education, K-12 education, 

nonprofit, tribal government, and other public 

agencies located in the United States and Canada.

A full copy of the Request for Proposals can be found on the 

Sourcewell Procurement Portal https://proportal.sourcewell-mn.gov

Only proposals submitted through the Sourcewell 

Procurement Portal will be considered.

Proposals are due no later than September 10, 2024, at 4:30 p.m. 

Central Time, and late proposals will not be considered.

Georgia, a free and independent nation=state,  

Cherokee Territory Settlement notice. 

 Full document can be found at link from  

https://www.gadejureassembly.com/gallery/cherokeeterritorynotice.pdf

Notice to Agents is notice to Principals.  

Notice to Principals is notice to Agents.

The content of this notice is not the opinion or claims of 

this News Paper publication, its employees or management.

For advertising information: 1.800.397.0070   www.russelljohns.com/usat

MARKETPLACE TODAY
To view more Classified listings,
visit: classifieds.usatoday.com

All classifi ed ads are subject to the applicable rate card, copies of which are available from our Advertising Dept. All ads are subject to approval before publication. USA Today reserves the right to edit, refuse, reject, classify or cancel any ad 
at any time. Errors must be reported in the fi rst day of publication. USA Today shall not be liable for any loss or expense that results from an error in or omission of an advertisement. No refunds for early cancellation of order.

NOTICE REGARDING RECENT SECURITY INCIDENT

On April 23, 2024, United of Omaha Life Insurance Company (“United of Omaha”) detected un-

usual activity in one employee’s email account and observed access by an unauthorized par-

ty. The access was the result of a phishing campaign targeting United of Omaha employees. 

United of Omaha immediately began an investigation and hired an outside forensic computer 

expert to determine the size and scope of the incident. The investigation determined that the 

unauthorized third party had access to the employee email account between April 21, 2024 and 

April 23, 2024. Following a thorough review of the email account, on June 28, 2024 United of 

Omaha discovered that the unauthorized party may have accessed sensitive information. The 

attack did not compromise the security of any other systems or networks and did not affect 

United of Omaha’s ability to conduct business.

United of Omaha’s investigation confirmed that no information in the compromised account 

was emailed out of the account by the unauthorized party. However, the unauthorized party 

may have been able to view emails or attachments related to United of Omaha’s employer 

group insurance products. United of Omaha cannot confirm exactly what data was accessed for 

each individual, but information that may have been accessed includes full name, demographic 

information (such as address and date of birth), driver’s license number, health insurance pol-

icy number, social security number, employment information, and limited health information.

Upon learning of the incident, United of Omaha took a number of steps to prevent similar inci-

dents from occurring in the future including changing the employee’s Microsoft account pass-

words to prevent further access to the email account, hiring independent and industry-leading 

cybersecurity and data analysis experts to assist in the investigation, reporting the fraudulent 

domain associated with the attack, and re-training all employees on how to identify and report 

phishing campaigns. United of Omaha is sending letters by U.S. mail to impacted individuals 

for whom the company has valid mailing addresses. The letters contain important information 

about steps individuals can take to help prevent identity theft and fraud. Eligible individuals are 

being provided free credit monitoring services. Instructions on how to enroll are included in the 

notification letters mailed to eligible individuals’ last known address.

United of Omaha has established a confidential, toll-free hotline that is staffed with profession-

als familiar with this incident who can assist with questions and steps to protect against identity 

theft and fraud. Contact information and additional details about the incident are available at

www.MutualofOmaha.com/facts.

Do you struggle with low mood 
or a lack of energy?

An online research study from
Princeton University is looking for 
participants to try a self-help tool for 
depression symptoms. 

Find out more here or 

scan the QR code: 

https://nivlab.princeton.

edu/participate/mood

PARIS – Simone Biles doesn’t want a
break, not when there’s a Olympic gold
medal to win.

Biles will do all four events in the
women’s gymnastics team finals Tues-
day at the Paris Olympics, passing on
the chance to get a little bit of rest in a
competition that is both lengthy and
stressful. This despite tweaking her left
calf during qualifying Sunday.

Biles will anchor the U.S. women’s
gymnastics team on vault, balance
beam and floor exercise and go second-
to-last on uneven bars. Jordan Chiles,
who got aced out of the all-around final
because of the silly two-per-country
rule, also will do four events. She’ll lead
off on vault, bars and balance beam and
will go second on floor exercise. 

Suni Lee, the reigning Olympic
champion, will anchor the Americans
on bars, her signature event, and also do
balance beam and floor exercise. Jade
Carey will do vault. Hezly Rivera, the

only newcomer on the team, will sit out
event finals.

Biles was visibly limping between
events Sunday after a flare-up of a calf
injury. But she posted a photo that ap-
peared to be from practice Monday, and
her mother Nellie said on NBC’s “Today”
show that she was doing fine. 

Chellsie Memmel, the technical lead

for the U.S. women’s team, said last
week it would be up to Biles to decide
how many events in team finals she
wanted to do. USA Gymnastics is trying
to be conscious of both her schedule –
she has qualified for four individual fi-
nals, including the all-around – and not
wanting her to feel as if she has to carry
the team.

Biles said last year that someone
with USA Gymnastics told her in Tokyo
she was the team’s “gold medal token,”
which contributed to her anxiety. Biles
wound up withdrawing after one event
in the team final with a case of “the twis-
ties,” which caused her to lose her sense
of where she was in the air.

“I don’t say that to her. Or, ‘You are
keeping us all together and we rely on
you and you alone,’ ” Memmel said, em-
phatically. “If (not doing all four) is what
she needs to continue to be at her best
for the team and for herself, that’s what
we’re going to do, because there are still
four other members on our team.”

But Biles is looking for redemption in
Paris, so much so she powered through

qualifying after tweaking her calf in
warmups on floor exercise. Biles briefly
left the floor and then had her ankle
heavily taped, but she delivered a mon-
ster score on floor, did her signature
Yurchenko double pike and then fin-
ished with a solid uneven bars routine.

The Americans finished with 172.296
points, more than five points ahead of
Italy. Though scores start over in team
finals, the Americans will begin on vault
Tuesday, which should give them a big
cushion.

Biles will be doing either the most
difficult vault in the world if she does
her Yurchenko double pike or the sec-
ond-hardest vault being done now if she
does the Cheng. Carey and Chiles were
third and fourth on vault in qualifying,
behind reigning Olympic and world
champion Rebeca Andrade. 

Should the Americans win the team
gold, it would be their fourth at the
Olympics and third since 2012. It also
would give Biles eight Olympic medals,
breaking her tie with Shannon Miller for
most by a U.S. gymnast.

Biles will compete in all four team events
Nancy Armour
USA TODAY

Simone Biles performed on all four
apparatuses Sunday during team
qualifying. KYLE TERADA/USA TODAY SPORTS

PARIS – The U.S. women’s gymnas-
tics team used to joke about a non-Si-
mone Biles division, an acknowledg-
ment that she is so much better than ev-
eryone else that no one could beat her.

The same still applies – and then
some. 

Biles had the top score in Olympics
qualifying, her 59.566 almost two points
ahead of Brazil’s Rebeca Andrade, who
was runner-up to Biles at the 2023
world championships. This despite a
flare-up of a calf injury that had Biles
limping visibly between events. So as
long as Biles is healthy and in a good
place mentally, a second Olympic all-
around title is hers Thursday night. 

It would make her only the third
woman, and first since 1968, to win
gymnastics’ most prestigious prize
twice. Biles also would be the oldest
woman to win Olympic gold since 30-
year-old Maria Gorokhovskaya in 1952.

“The fact her gymnastics just keep-
ing better the older she gets, it’s a testa-
ment to her drive of wanting to be the
best,” said Alicia Sacramone Quinn, a
silver medalist at the 2008 Olympics
who is now the strategic lead for the
women’s program.

“I’m so impressed by her,” added Sac-
ramone Quinn, whose 10 medals at the
world championships and Olympics
made her the most-decorated U.S. gym-
nast until Biles came along. “Every time
she goes, I just joke, ‘Stop being so good
at gymnastics! Let everybody else catch
up.’ She’s like, ‘Yeah. OK.’ ”

Here’s a look at the best of the rest.

Rebeca Andrade, Brazil

Rebeca Andrade finished second to
Biles after qualifying, albeit almost two
points behind. 

Andrade has been the best gymnast
not named Simone Biles since the Tokyo
Olympics. She won the all-around title
at the 2022 world championships, when
Biles was taking a break from gymnas-
tics. She was the silver medalist in 2023
after Biles returned and beat Biles for
the world vault title. 

She was second to Suni Lee at the To-
kyo Olympics and also won the vault ti-
tle. She has nine medals overall at the
world championships, winning five last
year. That included a historic silver
medal in the team competition, the best
finish ever by Brazil’s men or women at
either a worlds or Olympics.

Andrade was the first Brazilian wom-
an to win an Olympic medal in gymnas-
tics and Olympic gold. Making her re-
cent success all the more remarkable is
that it’s come after three ACL tears.

Suni Lee, United States

Suni Lee finished third after qualify-
ing. Lee is the reigning Olympic champi-
on, her gold in Tokyo extending a stretch
of dominance by the U.S. women that
began in 2004. Lee has a full set of med-
als from Tokyo, winning a silver in the
team competition and a bronze on un-
even bars.

Lee went to Auburn after Tokyo and
competed for two years before a kidney
ailment cut her final season short. Lee
said she actually has two kidney issues
– the second was discovered while the

first was being treated – and they
caused swelling so severe there were
days she couldn’t even put her grips on.
Her training was disrupted for almost a
year, and she wasn’t sure if she’d even
make it back to the Olympics.

But Lee returned to competition in
February and has been making steady
progress since, finishing second to Biles
at the Olympic trials in July. 

Kaylia Nemour, Algeria

Kaylia Nemour finished fifth after
qualifying. Though Nemour is best
known for her ridiculous difficulty on
uneven bars, where she’s the reigning
world silver medalist, she’s also very
good in the all-around. She is the reign-
ing African champion and was eighth at
2023 worlds. 

Nemour was born in France but
chose to compete for Algeria, where her
father is from, after a dispute with the
French federation. Bet officials there are

regretting that right about now, given
France missed the team final and got no
one into any individual event finals. 

Manila Esposito, Italy

Manila Esposito finished sixth after
qualifying. Esposito is the reigning Eu-
ropean champion, edging teammate Al-
ice D’Amato at the meet earlier this
spring. She also won golds on balance
beam and floor exercise. Esposito was
ninth at the 2023 world championships.

Alice D’Amato, Italy

Alice D’Amato finished seventh after
qualifying. She was runner-up to team-
mate Manila Esposito at Euros this
spring and fifth at the world champion-
ships in 2023. 

Qiu Qiyuan, China

Qiu Qiyuan was eighth after qualify-
ing. Qiu was fourth in the all-around at
the 2023 world championships, her first
at the senior level. She also won gold on
uneven bars. Qiu was a three-time gold
medalist at the 2023 Asian Games, win-
ning in the team competition, all-
around and uneven bars.

Jordan Chiles, United States

Chiles should be in the all-around fi-
nal after finishing fourth in qualifying
but won’t be because of the Interna-
tional Gymnastics Federation’s two-
per-country rule. She should also be in
the vault final but won’t for the same
reason.

Brazil’s Andrade among gymnasts to watch this week
Nancy Armour
USA TODAY

Brazil’s Rebeca Andrade, shown at the
Pan-Am Games, is favored to be on the
women’s all-around podium this week.
AGUSTIN MARCARIAN/REUTERS
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REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
Sourcewell, a State of Minnesota local government unit and  

service cooperative, is requesting proposals for Tax-Exempt 

Municipal Leasing with Related Services to result  

in a contracting solution for use by its Participating Entities.

Sourcewell Participating Entities include thousands  

of governmental, higher education, K-12 education,  

nonprofit, tribal government, and other public 

agencies located in the United States and Canada.

A full copy of the Request for Proposals can be found on the 

Sourcewell Procurement Portal https://proportal.sourcewell-mn.gov

Only proposals submitted through the Sourcewell 

Procurement Portal will be considered.

Proposals are due no later than September 24, 2024, at 4:30 p.m. 

Central Time, and late proposals will not be considered.

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
Sourcewell, a State of Minnesota local government unit and 

service cooperative, is requesting proposals for Water Treatment 

Chemicals with Related Supplies, Equipment, and Services to result 

in a contracting solution for use by its Participating Entities.

Sourcewell Participating Entities include thousands of 

governmental, higher education, K-12 education, nonprofit,  

tribal government, and other public agencies located  

in the United States and Canada.

A full copy of the Request for Proposals can be found on the 

Sourcewell Procurement Portal https://proportal.sourcewell-mn.gov

Only proposals submitted through the Sourcewell 

Procurement Portal will be considered.

Proposals are due no later than September 17, 2024, at 4:30 p.m. 

Central Time, and late proposals will not be considered.

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICES

For advertising information: 1.800.397.0070   www.russelljohns.com/usat

MARKETPLACE TODAY
To view more Classified listings,
visit: classifieds.usatoday.com

All classifi ed ads are subject to the applicable rate card, copies of which are available from our Advertising Dept. All ads are subject to approval before publication. USA Today reserves the right to edit, refuse, reject, classify or cancel any ad 
at any time. Errors must be reported in the fi rst day of publication. USA Today shall not be liable for any loss or expense that results from an error in or omission of an advertisement. No refunds for early cancellation of order.

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICES

BEAUTIFUL ASIAN WOMEN

Desire friendship, romance! 

Free brochure. Since 1991. 

Send S.A.S.E to: 

P.I.C., BOX 4601-USA, 

Thousand Oaks CA 91359.

805-492-8040 
www.pacisl.com

PERSONALS

BIDDING OPENING NOTICE

NOTICE No. 6/24 - PROCESS No. 4,759/24

OBJECT: CONTRACTING A SPECIALIZED ENGINEERING COMPANY FOR THE 
EXECUTION OF PAVING, MICRO AND MACRO DRAINAGE SERVICES IN JUNDIAPEBA, 
LOCATED IN THIS MUNICIPALITY, AS PART OF THE “VIVA MOGI” PROGRAM, TO BE 
PARTIALLY FINANCED BY THE  CORPORAÇÃO ANDINA DE FOMENTO – CAF. THE 
MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT OF MOGI DAS CRUZES, through the Municipal Department of 
Urban Infrastructure, makes public, for the knowledge of interested parties and subject to the 
necessary qualifications, the Public International Bidding Notice No. 6/24. The proposals will be 
opened in a public session that will take place exclusively in an electronic environment, www.
portaldecompraspublicas.com.br, at 10:00 am on August 27, 2024. The Notice, with its files and 
attachments, is available for download on the websites https://licitacao-mgcon.mogidascruzes.
sp.gov.br/ and www.portaldecompraspublicas.com.br. This bid will be  governed by Brazilian 
Federal Law No. 14,133/2021. Mogi das Cruzes on July 15, 2024. JOAQUIM LOPES DA SILVA 
JUNIOR - Municipal Deputy Secretary of Urban Infrastructure

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICES

Place your
advertisement
in USA TODAY’s
Marketplace!

To advertise, call:
800-397-0070

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICES

PLACE YOUR AD HERE!
USA TODAY’s Marketplace

To advertise, call: 800-397-0070

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICES

Advertise in USA TODAY’s
Marketplace Today

ADVERTISING?
Scan to Sign Up!

Do you struggle with low mood 
or a lack of energy?

An online research study from
Princeton University is looking for 
participants to try a self-help tool for 
depression symptoms. 

Find out more here or 

scan the QR code: 

https://nivlab.princeton.

edu/participate/mood

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
BUSINESS & SERVICES

PARIS – When Chloe Dygert crossed
the fi�nish line in the women’s road race,
she saw her teammate Kristen Faulk-
ner’s name atop the leaderboard and
Faulkner standing in the Trocadéro
holding a U.S. fl�ag loosely by her waist.

“She doesn’t know how to hold the
fl�ag, so she’s going to have to get used to
that,” Dygert said. “She’s probably going
to be holding it a lot in the near future.”

Faulkner’s naivete is understand-
able. On Sunday, she competed in her
fi�rst Olympics, in a sport she began do-
ing competitively only seven years ago,
and she carved her name into American
cycling history by winning a gold medal
in breakaway fashion.

Faulkner pulled away from a pack of
three other racers with about 3 kilome-
ters to go and beat the Netherlands’
Marianne Vos and Belgium’s Lotte Ko-
pecky by 59 seconds. Vos took silver and
Kopecky bronze in a photo fi�nish.

Faulkner is the fi�rst U.S. woman to
medal in the road race since 1984, when
Connie Carpenter and Rebecca Twigg
fi�nished 1-2 at the LA Olympics.

“I think even though I came here with
the confi�dence that I could earn a med-
al, when I crossed the line, yeah, I knew
it had happened but I didn’t fully take it
in and so it was just pretty overwhelm-
ing for me,” Faulkner said. “I think I had
a lot of emotions around – I came in here
with a lot of confi�dence today that I
could do well but not everyone had con-

fi�dence in me and so I think when I
crossed the line it was like, ‘Wow, I made
it happen even when a lot of people
didn’t believe I could.’”

Faulkner, 31, is a relative newbie to
cycling, but no stranger to competitive
athletics. She grew up in a fi�shing village
in Homer, Alaska, rowed at Harvard and
entered the business world in fi�nance
and venture capital before she quit to
pursue cycling in 2020.

Faulkner said the discipline she
learned as a rower and athletic engine
she built in college have served her well
as a cyclist, and she said she developed
an appetite for risk – and the ability to
calculate which risks are worth taking –
that were on display in the narrow Paris
streets Sunday.

“I was a venture capitalist. I was
working in fi�nance, we were investing in
early-stage technology companies and
they were quite high risk,” Faulkner
said. “And so a lot of what I learned how
to do is how to take calculated risks and
how to assess risk. And if there’s a high
risk but the reward is high, then it might
be worth it. And I think in a race, I take
that mindset with me throughout the
race. It’s like, ‘Well, there’s a break up
the road, there’s a risk, and why not
catch it?’ What is the risk-reward ratio
of being patient versus being aggres-
sive? So that’s something I defi�nitely
take with me.”

Faulkner was a late add to the wom-
en’s road race after failing to qualify for
one of the U.S.’s two spots at the Olym-
pic trials. Taylor Knibb, who won a spot

at trials – the top two fi�nishers received
spots in the road race – gave that up to
focus on other events at the Olympics.

Faulkner said she considered not rac-
ing Sunday to focus on team pursuit, an
event the Americans are favored to win
a medal in that begins Tuesday. 

“I made an agreement with my track
coaches that I would only do the road
race if I felt that I was medal capable,
and if any point if I got dropped from the
front group and I was no longer in con-
tention for a medal I would just pull out
of the race and recover for team pursuit,”
Faulkner said.

By the midpoint of Sunday’s race, it
was clear Faulkner would be in medal
contention. 

She spent most of the afternoon in a
12-racer pack ahead of the peloton and

pulled into a two-racer chase group with
Kopecky in pursuit of co-leaders Vos
and Bianka Vas with about 9 kilometers
to go.

Faulkner and Kopecky pulled even
with Vos and Vas with just over 3 kilo-
meters left, and Faulkner hit the gas and
gunned it for the fi�nish line as Kopecky,
Vos and Vas stayed back in a group to-
gether.

“I felt quite confi�dent that as soon as
we caught them, if I could get a small
gap, it would probably be unlikely that
they would cooperate and work togeth-
er until the line to catch me,” Faulkner
said. “And I also knew that my time-
trialing capabilities are quite strong and
that I could be strong when I was (going)
solo. So yes, when I was chasing with
Kopecky, the fi�rst thing on my mind was
as soon as we catch them, I have to go
and head down until the fi�nish.”

Dygert, who fi�nished 15th – 3 minutes
and 40 seconds off� the lead – said see-
ing Faulkner’s name across the leader-
board when she crossed the line made
the crash she endured Sunday well
worth it.

“Faulkner had an amazing ride,” Dyg-
ert said. “She’s been having a great year
this year. Super impressive. She’s just
shown over and over again that she has
that power for those fi�nals, so really im-
pressive and she’s put a lot of work in
and she’s doing a lot of track and I think
that is really helped her and yeah, I’m
super happy for her. This is huge. And
her fi�rst Olympics, what a way to leave it
with a gold medal.”

Kristen Faulkner’s risky golden adventure

Kristen Faulker celebrates the fi�rst U.S.
win or medal of any color in an Olympic
women’s cycling road race since 1984.
ANDREW P. SCOTT/USA TODAY SPORTS

Dave Birkett
Detroit Free Press | USA TODAY NETWORK

NANTERRE, France – The U.S. men
were down to their last chance, their fi�-
nal race, to avoid the ignominy of doing
something in swimming that hadn’t
been done in 124 years: going oh-for-
the-Olympics in individual gold medals.

Then Bobby Finke saved the day.
When the reigning Olympic gold medal-
ist in the men’s 1,500 freestyle won it
again in a world-record time Sunday
evening on the fi�nal day of the Olympic
swimming competition, the U.S. men
saved face – a little.

Instead of zero individual golds, they
fi�nished with one. So, instead of having
to go back to 1900, we only have to go
back 68 years to fi�nd this kind of under-
whelming individual performance by
American male swimmers striving for
the top of the medal podium.

The last time the American men won
only one individual gold medal at an
Olympics was 1956 in Melbourne, Aus-
tralia, when there were only six men’s
events in all. The time before that? The
1932 Los Angeles Olympics, when there
were only fi�ve. Here at the 2024 Paris
Olympics, there were 14 individual
men’s races. 

After the dominance of Michael
Phelps from 2004-2016, and Caeleb
Dressel in 2021, this was a shock to the
system. No star stepped up. They tried,
of course, but it just didn’t happen. Sil-
ver replaced gold; bronze replaced sil-

ver. Fast times at the U.S. Olympic trials
in June could not be matched. Not win-
ning races became the norm.

“We want our athletes to win gold
medals but the other teams have great
athletes as well,” U.S. men’s coach An-
thony Nesty said after the fi�nal race
Sunday. “Hopefully we go back and all
the coaches of the U.S. get back on it in
August and hopefully four years from
now we have a better result in LA (at the
2028 Olympics).” 

But there’s a plot twist in this less-
than-inspiring story: The United States
actually won the swimming gold medal
count at these Olympics, by a sliver over
Australia, 8-7. 

Who gets the credit for that? The U.S.

women’s swimmers, who admirably
won four individual gold medals and
one relay gold. The U.S. men did win one
relay gold, and that eighth gold came in
Saturday night’s mixed medley relay. 

While the men had Finke, the women
had Katie Ledecky, who swam into the
history books with two more gold med-
als in her specialties, the 800 and 1,500
freestyle, to go with a relay silver and a
bronze in the 400 free. And they had
Torri Huske, the American breakout star
of the meet, who won the 100 butterfl�y
and anchored two gold medal-winning,
world-record-setting relay teams. She
also won a silver in the 100 freestyle and
a silver in another relay.

And they had Kate Douglass, who

won the 200 breaststroke as well as gold
in one relay and silver in the 200 indi-
vidual medley and another relay. 

There was a depth among the U.S.
women that didn’t exist with the men.
The United States ran away with the
overall swimming medal count, 28 total
medals to 18 for Australia, but 18 of those
U.S. medals belonged to the women,
while only nine were won by the men,
with the other coming in the mixed
medley relay comprised of two men and
two women. 

“Every time we step on deck, I still
feel like we have the target on our back
that we’re the team to beat and that
probably won’t change, ever,” said Dres-
sel, who didn’t win an individual medal
here after winning three individual
golds in Tokyo three years ago. (He did
win two golds and a silver in the relays.)

“The goal when we come to the
Olympics and the world championships
is to win gold medals. There are other
countries that are getting very domi-
nant. … The wealth has just been spread
around. I don’t think we’re getting any
worse, per se. It’s good for the sport to
have the whole world involved in it.”

But there was an unsettled feeling
surrounding this U.S. men’s team. 

“Our goal is always to match our
times or be better,” Nesty said. “But ob-
viously they could have been better. You
have to go back and look at your prep-
aration coming into the meet and be
better.”

All was not lost for Nesty. In addition
to being the head coach of the U.S.
men’s team at these Games, he also
coaches someone else who swam here
this past week: Katie Ledecky. 

Women save the week for US in the pool

Regan Smith, Lilly King, Gretchen Walsh and Torri Huske won the 4x100 medley
relay that gave the USA eight swim gold medals. ROB SCHUMACHER/USA TODAY SPORTS

Christine Brennan
Columnist

USA TODAY 
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